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Peer Support Meeting Russia and the Netherlands 
 

Online webinar organised as part of the Erasmus+ FaBoTo+ Project by the Dutch Bologna 
Expert team / Dutch National Agency Erasmus+ and the National Erasmus+ Office Russia 
 
Dates:  Thursday 3 December 2020 

11:00-13:00h. Moscow time zone 
18:00-20:00h. Vladivostok time zone 
9:00-11:00h. CET 

 
Participants register for one of these two webinars.   

 
Programme 

“Bologna process as a factor of internationalization and International Mobility 
Development” 

 
10:45 – 11:00 
(Moscow time zone) 

Registration of participants 

11:00 – 11.05  
 

Welcome to the webinar (5 minutes) 

 Olga Oleynikova, Director National Erasmus+ Office Russia 

 José Ravenstein, Interim project leader KA 3 project Facilitating 
Bologna tools (FaBoTo+) 

 

11:05 – 11:25 Main Bologna Action Points: Where do we stand today? (20 minutes) 
Creating a European Higher Education Area (EHEA). Building trust and 
confidence: the role of Qualifications Frameworks, ECTS and Standards 
and Guidelines for Quality Assurance for credit mobility and 
internationalisation 
 
State of affairs in the Netherlands by: 

 Els van der Werf, Hanze University of Applied Sciences and Robert 
Wagenaar, University of Groningen 

 
State of affairs in Russia by: 

 Vera Zabotkina, Vice-rector of Moscow State University for the 
Humanities and  

 Irina Maevskaya, Head of International Department of Don State 
Technical University 

 
Explanation: Today the Bologna Process tools and instruments are being 
perceived as essential for building trust and confidence to facilitate credit 
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mobility and recognition as part of the internationalisation agenda of 
higher education. Both Russia and the Netherlands have set major steps 
to contribute to the creation of the EHEA. This agenda item intends to 
take stock to allow an in-depth discussion of the next two items in the 
programme.  
 
Questions and Answers 
 

11:25 – 12:15 Internationalisation abroad and at home: Challenges and Opportunities 
(40 minutes) 

 Traditional models of credit mobility (including Joint Programmes) 

 Virtual Credit Mobility / Blended Credit Mobility 

 Internationalisation at home: intercultural classroom and models of 
online peer review learning 

 
Explanation: The digitalisation of society and the promotion of the Green 
Economy will have a growing impact on the organisation of studies, 
including credit mobility. The COVID-19 pandemic has forced higher 
education institutions (HEIs) to replace classroom learning by online 
learning at very short notice. Experience so far has shown online learning 
cannot successfully replace face-to-face learning. HEIs struggle with 
meeting the intended learning outcomes. Nevertheless, the experiences 
today are expected to have a long-lasting effect. What lessons can we 
learn? What are the strategic implications for the future? How do we 
balance the three models of internationalisation mentioned above most 
effectively? 

 Els van der Werf, Hanze University of Applied Sciences and Robert 
Wagenaar, University of Groningen 

 Vera Zabotkina, Vice-rector of Moscow State University for the 
Humanities and Irina Maevskaya, Head of International 
Department of Don State Technical University 

 
Questions and Answers 
 

12:15 – 12:35 The Rome Communiqué (November 2020) – Building the Future: An 
Innovative EHEA (20 minutes) 
 
Explanation: In the Rome Communiqué, to be signed by the Ministers of 
Education of the 48 signature countries involved in the Bologna Process 
on 19 November 2020, attention will be drawn to next steps. Ministers 
will stipulate that they support HEIs to (1) search for solutions to the 
challenges our societies face (emphasising the role of social, human and 
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creative sciences and arts); (2) keep up-dating knowledge, skills and 
competences; (3)  promote flexible and open learning paths / student-
centred learning / smaller (and flexible) units of learning (including micro-
credentials); (4)  develop digital skills and competences for all (including 
sharing materials between countries and institutions).  What does this 
ambitious agenda imply in terms of operationalisation at the level of 
individual HEIs?  What are best strategies to document the learning: 
Diploma Supplement / EUROPASS? How can this be done best? 
 

 Robert Wagenaar, University of Groningen 
 

12:35 – 12:50 Round up and looking ahead. (15 minutes)  

12: 50 – 13:00 Summary of the main conclusions and suggestions and closing remarks by 

experts, Dutch NA and NEO Russia  
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